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Job [rospects recede

along with hairlines:

ave ¥l notived that
many rthday
cards make un of g

N2rsnil's get-
ling oddor?
At Lhe
Hallmark
Wil site, in
ot there's
| anentire cal-
SRR epory uf firee
WARREH e-hirthday
BOROSON cards mocl:.

ing people

becansa of
their advancing age and
their likely inlirmitios,

I've sent ond such rards
myself, One of my all-time
favoriles shows, on the
fromt, an actua! 18th-cenim-
¥ Phutograph of a group
of white-hiairad women zit
Ling entdoors on chairs,
Behingd them is g hui frling
it which is printed, al tha
tof, QLI LADIES 1HOME,

The: front of the eard
saya "Happy Birthday,

Inshde the card; “Your
PRGBS rody

While suich cards are
nrobably not intended
hurt anvone, and thay can
be fimuy, they do reflact
the fact thal we Anmcricans
find uld age repugnant.

For good regson, of
course. Thore's o mreator
possibility waowill comea
down with o chronie 1)
155 88 we grow older,
There's the threat of run-
ning mt of monsy. Then,
thore's prejudice,

Getting v joh after age 50
Is murder, an econnmist
recently wrote me,

If ¥ou're ol thers yot,
you have something Lo lnok
torward to — snmething
tesly: joh discrimination
against oldsr neople,

Uva been turoed dovwn
fon jolis whers T belisve thar
Y a8 was | hev fctor,

"How nld are yorr™ 4 .
low om the phono apee
Asked me some vaary ag,
T'mELY T said, slartled

“Thal's a gresi ape!” {he -

fellow said. § nover heargd 3
from himt again,
Yot more and moes

older Americans wiil be .

fooking for work i 1
futire or trying Wy keen
their jobs, Tha hahy
boomers have i done
Huch o save {or nveat)
for their golden vears,

A poll conducted by the,

Aucher Group, o providey

U et ﬂuman-resuun_ ‘.
w8 professinnals in Honee - it

land, found tha a Vsl

I jority of New Jersey
warkers do nol helicve
that they ura financially
reardy for veliramoenl, aven
it they are near ur at
relirement nga,

Lazss than M FETCeNL of
witliers in the slain
believe thal they are finan
clally ready for reire
ment, And one-thied of
New Jursoy WOrkers whi
e retived say they wore
ned ready for retivoment
Flnanciallg,'. when they
sloppad working,

As the stale's workers
reach retiremon| HEe,
oty people will bo choos-
ing o work fur financis)
and sl fulliment pos-
SOLS, st Susan I° Asch-
2r, prosident and Clr of
the Ascher Group,

But lhe pictnse i not
chtirely bleak We will
need nore older worlo
Lrihe falure - becanze of
Hier baby busi, the fower
SO Dunnle wl were
hor Fight effer the bty
e, Alss, older people
vl work usnally ape
healthiar,
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. WWhetlier thoy ware healihy
An the first place, and therefom
el worli, i a mood gquastion,
Buat I think that Workinge oan
boost one’s spirits and ssle
agbiem))

Besides, there's plenty af evi.
dence that older workers are
lass likely 4o take sick davs amd
to be more comscientions in
general

S0, why ia thore such wide

spread agsism?

Among emplovers, it may be
because — as someone once
old me — T don't want tohave
to [ire my mommy or daddy,”
Clder people remind von of
your parents, and you don't
want o have to come down on
them i they under-perform,

Besides, older workors may
ke more than vou dos von
would, naturally, profer Lo
show off your knowleden to
somecne wet behind the sars

Then, there's fhe reason
hardly anyone mentions, Older
peopda, let’s face i, are not =n

physically attractive ss voung
peopde. The blossom on vour
cheek turns to chalk (to quots
"My Fair Lady™. Silver
Lhreads are not guite as allyr-
ing as gold. Wirinkles, liwver
spals, jowls, thick evegrlasses,
hearing aids, yellow teath, pot
heltias, stooped shoulders, The
cars and the nose continue
prowing as yvou age, Tm told,

When | saw a few of my high
school teachers nol ong aoo,
after not having soen Lhem for
Al vears, 1L wis a8 if these love-
Iy ladiss had been cruelly
baweatohed.
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Remember the joke: What's

thia® “1eEeET6- . % 1’8 Bo
serck getting older, (She was
the star of a film called “10.7)

And i the basic funclion of =
human being is to reprodice
DA, Lo proveeais, an oliler
person is siniply not so nnbile
a8 4 FOURger persoh.

Theisa daws, Uva poticad that
FOLLE WOINen are ot 56 reced
Live to mey fhrting. (OF coursn,
they weoren't very receptive
when |was much younger,
either) Young pecple in gener-
al don’t soem interested in
Brefrianiinge me.

O conrae, | ean recall, in
my vouth, paying seant atven-
tion to any much older voe-
workers. I'heir interests, their
experiences, thelr conversa-
Liom, even thair sense of
humer were somewhat alien.
Resides, they weren't especial
Tw atiractive.

Tey many young people, when
yon cotna right down fo it, W
alder people ave atien and infi-
I, :

T may case, Uve found that a
sood solulion is simply o s0-
cializge with othar older poople.

I eapecially like it when 1

join & group, ook armimda the
oo and can note wilh ples-
sure that I'm bringing down
the averase age. And thaze
days, women in their 80s and
705 don’t look haif bad.

By the way, my bhiclhday iz
Jar, 22 and Twill fuen (ilkaei-
blek wesrs ol

Werrran Horason writes aboist
feieniiey prcdfers Wednesdoys, Fri-
dlayvs and Sandave, He can be
renehied of (A7) AALGETT or
whorgsontganielt, com, Hewill
redf abot invesiing fo focal
OEELIE Tl wo chulrge




