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Poll: - Many New ]erseyans not
ready for retirement

NEWARK (AP) — Fewer
than 20 pervenl of New Jersey
workers say they are financial-
Iy ready for rethrement., accord-
ing to i poll released Friday.

That’s partly because people
sense Lhev'ra not prepared for
decades of retirement, =aid
Susan P Ascher, president and
CEQ of the Roseland-basad
Ak Copnp which conduct
ed the poll,

“Phey're looking into the
future and saying, 1 am poing
to live longer” she gaid,

“Maybe this is not just for the

next 10 or 15 years, mayhe this
is for the next 30 years.”

Ancther reason is because
pensicns are disappearing or

shrinking, she said.

Ascher weuldn’t  quantify
inancially ready” with a dul-
lar figure, bul spid it means
sufficient, resources to main-
taln o style of fiving that
atlows retivess to travel, cat
and “still have a nive life"” vhe
said.

Fairleigh Diclkinson Unives-
ailys PublicMind Poll conduct-
ed the survey with the Ascher
Group, interviewing a random
sample of 600 New Jersey reai-

dents age 18 and older by tele- -

phone from Nov 15 to 200 The

sampling ereer margin is plus

or minus - percentage points,
O the respondents age 1A or

wlder who work full- or part-
time, 17 percent said they are
ready for retiverent.

For those 85 and older who
are still working, 36.9 percent
said Lhey are oot naneially
roady to retive, Of those 65 and
plder who have already retired,
nearly one-thivd said they
wiere nol ready at retivernent.

Jane Margesson, a spokes-
woman for AARP New Jersey,
etted eseralating nronerte Lo

and preseription drug costs as
key factors preventing New
Jerseyans from being able to
save enough for retirement,
“We're paying more for pre-
seription drugs than any other
state,” she gaid. “In faef it's as
much ag 2,173 percent more
[or the same prescription than
the lowest-paying state. That's
conkribuling lo people not
being ahle to save the wav they
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